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Abraham  Lincoln 

Photograph  of  portrait  painted  for  Joshua  F.  Speed,  Louisville, 

by  Matthew  Wilson,  Philadelphia,  in  1865 

Portrait  now  owned  by  Mr.  William  S.  Speed,  Louisville 
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LINCOLN  TERCENTENARY  PROGRAMS 
MEMORIALIZING 
THE  ANCESTORS  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 
June  20-30,  1937 

Three  hundred  years  ago,  on  June  20,  1637,  Samuel  Lincoln, 
first  Lincoln  ancestor  of  the  President  to  arrive  in  this  country,  dis- 
embarked at  Boston.  Programs  in  commemoration  of  this  event 
have  been  arranged  in  the  communities  where  subsequent  genera- 
tions of  Lincoln's  forbears  lived.  The  Filson  Club's  part  has 
been  inserted  in  this  reprint  of  the  outlined  program : 

Sunday,  June  20 — Boston,  Salem,  Hingham,  Massachusetts. 

Monday,  June  21 — Monmouth  County,  New  Jersey. 

Tuesday,  June  22 — Berks  County,  Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania. 

Wednesday,  June  23 — Rockingham  County,  Virginia. 

Thursday,  June  24 — Cumberland  Gap,  Tennessee,  and  Lexing- 
ton, Kentucky. 

Friday,  June  25 — Jefferson  County,  and  Washington  County, 
Kentucky. 

Leave  Lexington  in  time  to  reach  Long  Run  Baptist  Church,  Jefferson 
County  about  10:00  a.  m.  for  the  ceremonies,  followed  by  basket  lunch 
at  noon. 

Lunch  for  the  through  Pilgrims  will  be  provided  on  the  Church  grounds  by 
The  Filson  Club. 

After  lunch  leave  for  Washington  County. 

Saturday,    June   26 — Elizabethtown,    and 

Hodgenville,    Kentucky. 
Sunday,  June  27 — Lincoln  City,  Indiana. 
Monday,  June  28 — Decatur,  Illinois. 
Tuesday,  June  29 — New  Salem,  Illinois. 
Wednesday,  June  30 — Springfield,  Illinois. 

1 


Long  Run  Baptist  Church  in  background,  1922 


The  present  bridge,  1937 
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THE  LINCOLNS  IN  JEFFERSON  COUNTY, 
KENTUCKY 

By  R.  C.  Ballard  Thruston 

Louis  A.  Warren,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  of  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  (for- 
merly of  Elizabethtown,  Kentucky)  is  one  of  our  most  consistent, 
persistent,  careful  and  painstaking  researchers  and  students  of  our 
Lincoln  family.  He  is  the  author  of  Lincoln's  Parentage  and 
Childhood  and  many  papers  bearing  on  the  Lincolns.  He  is  editor 
of  Lincoln  Lore,  a  weekly  publication  issued  by  The  Lincoln 
National  Life  Insurance  Company,  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana.  From 
these  works  and  our  Jefferson  County  archives  most  of  the  essen- 
tial facts  here  presented  are  taken.  The  part  Jefferson  County 
played  in  the  migrations  of  this  Lincoln  family  was  brief  in  dura- 
tion, though  tragic  and  important  in  its  results. 

Dr.  Warren  found  that  one  Samuel  Lincoln,  an  eighteen  year 
old  weaver's  apprentice,  disembarked  at  Boston  on  June  20,  1637, 
and  has  traced  the  family  down  through  its  succeeding  generations 
and  migrations  to  Springfield,  Illinois. 

The  Lincoln  Pilgrimage  he  planned  starts  at  Boston,  on  the 
300th  anniversary  of  that  landing,  and  pauses  at  each  home  place 
in  the  direct  male  line  down  to  that  of  President  Abraham  Lincoln 
at  Springfield,  Illinois.  At  each  point  he  proposed  some  form  of 
celebration,  with  possibly  an  occasional  pageant,  depicting  some 
incident  in  the  life  of  the  family  whilst  in  that  locality. 

In  Lincoln  Lore  for  January  4,  1937,  he  gives  the  line  of  descent 
as  follows: 

Samuel  Lincoln 
Mordecai  Lincoln,  1st 
Mordecai  Lincoln,  2nd 
John  Lincoln 
Abraham  Lincoln,  1st 
Thomas  Lincoln 

Abraham  Lincoln,  2nd,  the  16th 
President  of  United  States. 
The  Lincolns  seem  to  have  been  nomadic,  for  in  each  state 
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Reduced  facsimile  of  original  Treasury  Warrant  to  Abraham 
Linkhorn  for  400  acres,  dated  March  4,  1780 
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Reduced  facsimile  of  original  survey  on  above  warrant  for  Abraham  Linkhorn,  dated 
May  7,  1785.     Patent  for  this  land  was  issued  to  Abraham  Lincoln  July  2,  1798 


where  they  paused  they  resided  in  more  than  one  place,  but  I  give 
here  only  the  states  and  their  dates : 

Massachusetts 1637  to  1714 

New  Jersey 1714  to  1720 

Pennsylvania 1720  to  1768 

Virginia  (present  boundary) 1768  to  1782 

Kentucky 1782  to  1816 

Indiana 1816  to  1830 

Illinois 1830  to  1861 

When  the  late  Dr.  William  E.  Barton,  an  outstanding  Lincoln 
authority,  wrote  to  me  in  1922  and  asked  me  to  locate  for  him  the 
400-acre  tract  of  land  upon  which  Abraham  Lincoln,  1st,  the 
grandfather  of  our  President  of  the  same  name,  had  lived  and  died, 
I  naturally  turned  to  the  papers  of  the  late  Colonel  Reuben  T. 
Durrett  for  information. 

I  found  that  immediately  north  of  the  Lincoln  land  was  a  500- 
acre  tract  of  Morgan  Hughes  (also  spelled  Huse)  and  upon  which 
had  stood  Hughes'  Station.  The  Colonel  had  the  tract  erroneously 
located  at  the  point  where  Long  Run  empties  into  Floyd's  Fork 
of  Salt  River  instead  of  some  five  or  six  miles  above  that  point. 

From  the  old  Jefferson  County  Surveyor's  entry  book  in  the 
County  Clerk's  office  I  copied  the  following  three  entries: 

Page  107— Dated  May  29,  1780: 

"Abraham  Linkhorn  enters  400  acres  of  Land  on  Treasury 
Warrant  lying  on  Floyd's  fork  about  2  miles  above  Teices  fork 
beginning  at  a  Sugar  Tree  S.  B.  thence  east  300  poles  thence 
North  to  include  a  small  Improvement." — Marked  "Surveyed." 

Page  111— Dated  May  29,  1780: 

"Morgan  Huse  enters  500  acres  upon  a  Treasury  Warrant  on 
the  North  side  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  entry  of  400  acres  on  the 
waters  of  Floyds  fork  beginning  at  his  North  east  corner  running 
north  east  then  west  for  quantity." — Marked  "Surveyed."  (In- 
dex has  it  Hughes.) 

Page  126— Dated  June  7,  1780. 

"Abraham  Linkhorn  enters  800  acres  upon  Treasury  Warrant 
about  6  miles  below  Green  river  Lick  including  an  improvement 
made  by  Jacob  Gum  and  Owen  Diver."-— (On  left  margin  is,  in 
red,  X,  and,  in  black  pencil,  S.) 


Reduced  facsimile  of  Hughes'  Station,  drawn  for  Colonel  R.  T.  Durrett,  about 
1890,  from  a  ground  plan  then  in  his  possession.  In  the  lower  left-hand  corner 
Colonel  Durrett  wrote  the  following  memorandum: 

Hughes  Station  built  by  Morgan  Hughes  on  Long  Run  in  Jefferson  Co.  in  1780,  on 
Abraham  Lincoln's  farm.  From  a  ground  plan  found  among  the  papers  of  Gen. 
George  Rogers  Clark.  In  1786  Abraham  Lincoln  was  killed  by  an  Indian  while 
coming  from  his  farm  to  this  Station. 
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Plot  of  the  Abraham  Lincoln  400-acre  tract,  showing  divisions  that 
Benjamin  Bridges  made  by  deeds,  1832  to  1834 


The  "Teices  fork"  therein  mentioned  is  a  corruption  or  mis- 
reading of  "Traces  fork."  It  is  a  small  drain  emptying  into  the 
east  side  of  Long  Run  up  which  a  short  portion  of  the  old  trace 
(path  or  blazed  trail)  from  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  to  Lexington 
passed.  It  was  at  the  mouth  of  this  small  Trace  Branch  that  the 
Boone  Massacre  occurred  in  September,  1781. 

When  I  ran  down  the  chain  of  title  to  this  Abraham  Lincoln 
400-acre  tract  to  learn  the  names  of  the  present  owners,  I  saw 
that  the  celebrated  Long  Run  Baptist  Church  was  on  a  portion  of 
that  tract,  and  I  then  learned  just  where  that  land  was  and  that 
the  branch  mentioned  was  this  Trace  Branch. 

Had  Colonel  Durrett  run  down  the  chain  of  title,  as  I  did,  he 
would  have  arrived  at  the  same  location  for  this  land. 

The  following  is  from  a  photograph  of  the  certificate  and  plot 
of  survey  dated  May  7,  1785: 

"Surveyed  for  Abraham  Linkhorn  400  acres  of  Land  in  Jeffer- 
son County  by  Virtue  of  a  Treasury  Warrant  No.  3334  on  the 
Fork  of  Floyds  Fork  now  called  the  Long  Run  beginning  about 
two  miles  up  the  said  Fork  from  the  Mouth  of  a  Fork  of  the  same 
formerly  called  Taes  Fork  at  a  Sugar  Tree  standing  on  the  side  of 
the  same  marked  D  [over]  S  B  and  extending  thence  East  300 
poles  to  a  Poplar  and  Sugar  Tree  North  213^  poles  to  a  Beech 
and  Dogwood  West  300  poles  to  a  White  Oak  and  Hickory  South 
213^  poles  to  the  Beginning— May  7th  1785 
Ananiah  Lincoln  and  )  William  Shanon  D.  S.  J.  C. 

Josiah  Lincoln  C.  C.    j  William  May  S.  J.  C. 

Abraham  Linkhorn  Marker  Exd 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  entry  dated  May  29,  1780,  calls  for  "a 
small  Improvement,"  which  was  presumably  made  by  Abraham 
Lincoln  himself,  and  that  in  his  Green  River  entry  dated  June  7, 
1780,  he  similarly  calls  for  "an  improvement"  but  gives  the  names 
of  Jacob  Gum  and  Owen  Diver  who  made  it. 

The  Land  Grant  or  Patent  was  not  issued  until  July  2,  1798 — 
thirteen  years  later — some  years  after  Abraham  Lincoln,  1st,  was 
dead.  This  was  not  an  unusual  procedure  in  pioneer  times,  for 
each  step  in  the  perfection  of  one's  title  cost  some  money,  and 
money  was  scarce.  Moreover,  a  certificate  of  survey  could  be 
assigned  as  a  check  or  draft  is  assigned  today,  the  Land  Grant  or 
Patent  issuing  to  another  party,  sometimes  even  after  a  string  of 
such  assignments ;  thus  saving  costs. 
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Recent  drawing  showing  approximate  locations  of  the  Abraham 
Lincoln  400-acre  and  the  Morgan  Hughes  500-acre  patents 


So  here  Abraham  Lincoln,  1st,  at  the  age  of  forty- two,  with  his 
wife  and  five  children,  settled  sometime  about  May,  1780,  the 
date  of  entry  (Dr.  Warren  has  it  in  1782),  though  he  may  have 
been  actually  domiciled  within  the  near-by  Morgan  Hughes' 
Station. 

Dr.  Warren  in  his  Lincoln's  Parentage  and  Childhood,  page  8, 
describes  the  death  of  pioneer  Abraham  Lincoln: 

"Abraham  Lincoln,  with  his  three  sons,  Mordecai,  Josiah,  and 
Thomas,  was  busily  engaged  in  the  field  putting  in  a  crop  of  corn. 
Without  warning  they  were  attacked  by  two  or  three  Indians. 
The  father  was  killed  at  the  first  fusillade.  Josiah,  then  thirteen 
years  of  age,  started  for  Hughes'  Station,  half  a  mile  away,  where 
the  family  was  then  making  their  home  in  one  of  the  fort's  eight 
cabins.  Mordecai  and  Thomas,  aged  fifteen  and  ten  respectively, 
made  for  a  cabin  near-by,  which  Abraham  had  erected  and  where 
the  family  would  make  their  home  as  soon  as  safety  would  allow. 
An  Indian  despising  the  ability  of  Mordecai's  marksmanship 
stepped  out  of  the  thicket  to  secure  the  scalp  of  the  paleface. 
Mordecai  from  within  the  cabin  took  aim  at  a  silver  pendant  on 
the  breast  of  the  Indian  and  brought  him  down.  Josiah  had 
reached  the  'fort  and  warned  the  settlers,  who  started  in  pursuit 
of  the  redskins." 

On  page  297  he  definitely  fixes  the  time  of  this  massacre  as 
May,  1786,  through  the  papers  in  a  suit  in  the  Nelson  Circuit 
Court. 

He  also,  on  page  298+,  gives  a  list  of  subscriptions,  under  date 
of  September,  1786,  for  the  Wabash  Campaign  under  General 
George  Rogers  Clark;  three  of  the  items  I  quote: 

A  gun  the  Property  of  Widow  Lincoln £8:0:0 

A  Packsaddle  the  property  of  Blan  Ballard £0:9:0 

A  Blanket  the  Property  of  Benj.  Huse £1:0:0 

And  on  pages  299-300,  under  date  of  March  10,  1789,  he  gives 
the  appraisal  of  the  estate  of  Abraham  Lincoln  from  Will  Book  A, 
Nelson  County  Court,  page  48. 

Nelson  County  was  formed  in  1785  from  a  portion  of  Jefferson 
County.  Aside  from  his  800-acre  grant  Abraham  Lincoln,  1st, 
had  no  lands  in  Nelson  County  that  I  know  of,  but  he  had  rela- 
tives in  that  county  and  his  widow  and  her  young  children  moved 
there  soon  after  he  was  killed  by  the  Indians. 
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Headstones  of  Benjamin  Bridges  and  wife 


Headstones  of  George  Bridges  and  wife,  of  the  next  generation 
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Washington  County  claims  that  pioneer  Abraham  Lincoln  was 
killed  in  that  part  of  Lincoln  County  which  in  1792  became 
Washington  County. 

Mordecai  Lincoln,  the  eldest  son  and  heir  at  law  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  1st,  was  fifteen  years  of  age  when  his  father  was  killed  in 
May,  1786.  It  is  believed  that  he  continued  to  live  on  the  400- 
acre  tract  for  some  years,  but  of  that  we  have  no  definite  proof. 
He  sold  this  tract  to  Benjamin  Bridges  by  title  bond  in  January, 
1797,  eighteen  months  before  the  land  grant  was  issued,  but  the 
deed  was  not  made  until  April  2,  1822,  by  which  time  it  had  been 
fully  paid  for.  All  titles  within  the  400-acre  patent  are  held 
under  deeds  from  Benjamin  Bridges.  One  of  these  deeds  dated 
July  4,  1834,  is  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Long  Run  Baptist  Church, 
but  this  deed  does  not  specifically  locate  that  property  with  refer- 
ence to  any  other. 
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Distant  view  of  Long  Run  Baptist  Church,  March,  1922 


Near  view  of  Long  Run  Baptist  Church,  March,  1922 
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THE  LONG  RUN  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
By  Thomas  C.  Fisher 

The  first  authentic  record  of  Long  Run  Baptist  Church  is  when 
it  was  admitted  to  the  Salem  Association  in  1797.  Early  records 
of  the  Long  Run  Association  indicate  that  it  was  a  going  church 
in  1795. 

The  Long  Run  Association  of  Baptists  was  one  of  the  largest 
Associations  in  the  Southern  Convention ;  it  was  organized  here  in 
1803. 

"In  1804,  at  a  log-rolling  in  the  neighborhood,  the  question  as 
to  whether  or  not  a  man  would  be  justifiable  in  telling  a  falsehood, 
under  any  circumstances,  was  sprung.  This  illustration  was 
proposed:  'Suppose  a  man  has  five  children.  The  Indians  come 
and  kill  four  of  them,  the  fifth  one  being  hidden  near  by.  The 
savages  then  ask  the  father  if  he  has  another  child.  Would  he  be 
justifiable  in  telling  them  that  he  had  not?'  The  dispute  grew 
warm.  Some  members  of  the  church  engaged  in  it.  It  finally  got 
into  Long  Run  Church,  and  split  it.  The  'lying  party'  moved 
three  or  four  miles  [north]  west,  and  were  constituted  'Flat  Rock 
Church'  of  seven  members,  the  first  Monday  in  March,  1805." — 
A  History  of  Kentucky  Baptists:  From  1769  to  1885,  by  J.  H. 
Spencer,  Vol.  I,  pages  355-356. 

Flat  Rock  Church  later  changed  its  location  and  name  and  is 
now  the  Pleasant  Grove  Baptist  Church. 

The  first  Long  Run  Baptist  Church  was  of  logs  and  stood  on  or 
near  its  present  location,  and  was  replaced  by  a  stone  building. 
This  proving  too  small  it  was  torn  down  in  1844,  but  a  portion 
of  the  foundation  was  retained,  the  rest  of  the  stone  being  used  for 
completing  the  foundation  of  the  present  brick  church  which  is 
some  sixteen  feet  wider  and  eighteen  feet  longer  than  the  old  one. 

The  extension  of  this  building  in  1844  covered  five  or  six  graves 
at  the  rear  of  the  building,  and  tradition  has  it  that  one  of  these 
graves  is  that  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  1st,  the  grandfather  of  our  late 
President.  Two  of  these  graves  are  known  to  be  those  of  the 
grandparents  of  Thomas  Crask,  who  often  stated  that  they  were 
buried  beneath  the  church  and  there  "are  keeping  company 
with  Abraham  Lincoln." 

Long  Run  Baptist  Church  made  Friday  June  25,  1937,  a  Home 
Coming  Day. 
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Regalia  worn  by  Hon.  Andrew  Jackson  Ballard  at  the  funeral  of  President 
Lincoln  in  1865 — in  the  archives  of  The  Filson  Club 

For  transcription  of  the  memorandum  in  the  lower  right-hand 
corner  see  page  15 
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Louisville,  Kentucky 

The  badge  and  gloves  connected  herewith 
were  worn  by  me  upon  the  occasion  of  the  funeral 
obsequies  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  16th  President 
of  the  United  States,  on  the  4th  day  of  May 
A.D.   1865  at  Springfield,   Illinois. 

I  was  selected  by  Thomas  E.  Bramlette, 
Governor  of  Kentucky,  and  composed  one  of  a 
State  Delegation  of  about  forty-four  persons 
who  left  Louisville  on  the  29  Apl.  Went 
through  Indianapolis,  Chicago,  &c  to  Spring- 
field and  returned  to  Louisville  on  Saturday 
morning  6th  May,  1865. 

May  9th,  A.  J.  Ballard 

1865 


Reduced  facsimile  of  the  original  memorandum 
appears  on  page  14 
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ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 


TWO  MILES  NORTHEAST  OF  HERE, 
ABRAHAM  LINCOLN,  GRANDFATHER 
OF  THE  PRESIDENT,  WAS  MASSACRED 
BY  INDIANS  IN  MAY,  17B6.  LONG  RUN 
BAPTIST  CHURCH,  STANDING  ON  THE 
LINCOLN  LAND  GRANT,  MARKS  THE 
TRADITIONAL  SITE  OF  THE  PIONEERS 
GRAVE. 

THE   FILSON   CLUB 

1937 


Marker,  41  by  48  inches,  erected  June  19,  1937,  near  Long  Run  Bridge 
on  the  Louisville-Shelbyville  section  of  U.  S.  Highway  No.  60 
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